
Cite: to quote (a passage, book, or author) as an example, authority, or proof.  
 

Claim: A statement that… 

• explains the main point of an argument. 
• answers a question. 
• is accurate, specific, and proven with evidence. 

 

Evidence: the available body of facts or information indicating whether a belief or 
proposition is true or correct. 
 

Evidence-Based Response: proving your answer (claim) is correct by citing 
evidence from the text, a graphic, a timeline, a video, or another related source. 

 

    Text-Based Responses 
 

+5 points each 
= 25 points possible 

= SUPER! 
 
 
 

SAMPLE RACE RESPONSE 
According to the article, Missouri would 

be a better place for the mountain lions to 

live. As Matt Peek, a biologist from Kansas 

states, “Missouri is a better home for 

mountain lions than Kansas. He says they 

need wide open spaces and smaller 

animals to eat.” The article also mentions 

that Missouri’s “3 million acres of forests 

are perfect for mountain lions. They are 

full of raccoons, possums and armadillos - 

animals small enough to make suitable 

prey for mountain lions.” Since mountain 

lions need abundant space and a lot food, 

Missouri has a more suitable environment 

that mountain lions would appreciate! 

  

HULK IT UP! 

A direct quote is 
written word for 

word, directly 
from the text… 

with QUOTATION 
MARKS! 

for open-ended questions 


