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 In 1972, Americans fell in love with two giant pandas named Hsing-Hsing and 

Ling-Ling. The pandas came to the United States from China. The National Zoo in 

Washington, D.C., became the pandas’ new home. On their first day there, 20,000 

people visited the two pandas. The crowds kept coming year after year.   

 Hsing-Hsing and Ling-Ling were just cubs when they got to the United States. 

As the years passed, many hoped the pair would have cubs of their own.  Ling-Ling 

gave birth several times. But none of the babies lived more than a few days. Each 

time a cub died, people around the world felt sad.   

 Both pandas lived to an old age. Ling-Ling was 23 when she died in 1992.  

Hsing-Hsing died in 1999 at the age of 28. But the pandas were not forgotten. At the 

National Zoo, the glass walls of their home were covered with letters from children. 

The letters expressed the children’s love for the pandas and told how much they 

were missed.  

According to the author, how did people feel about the pandas? 
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According to the author, people adored the pandas.    In the first paragraph the 
author says that on their first day at the zoo “2O,OOO people visited the two 
pandas.” The passage also states that when the pandas died, “letters expressed 
the children’s love for the pandas and told how much they were missed.” This 
information leads me to believe that people loved visiting Hsing-Hsing and Ling-
Ling so much that they were very sad when the pandas passed away.  
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Assignment 



QUESTION: 

Based on the information in the article, what 

word would you use to describe Lulu? 
 

PIPPI’S RESPONSE:  

How could Pippi improve her response? 

SCORE: 

(0-25) 
Name:_______________________ 


