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Critical Skills Assignment Answer Key 

Critical Reading and Writing an Opinion (A) 

Starter feedback for correct and incorrect answers is in blue. Use or adapt the feedback in this answer key as you 

grade each student assignment. Many answers will vary. The model answers demonstrate what a complete 

student response should include, but they do not represent the only correct response to most questions. 

Read the story. Then answer the questions. 

Putt-Putt 

(1) “I’ve made plans!” I said to my mom when my little brother was out of earshot. 

“Why do I have to take Howie to Dino Putt today?” 

(2) “Spencer Murphy, you’ll have to cancel your arrangements. You promised your 
little brother a month ago that you’d take him for his birthday! Today is the day! Now keep 

your pledge while I decorate for his party. You like playing golf anyway, right?” 

(3) “Sure, I love real golf with my friends but not miniature with a seven-year-old 

baby! There’s a difference!” 

(4) “I realize that,” Mom shot back, and I knew it was time to surrender. So I left the 
kitchen to find Howie and help him get ready. He was the mad scientist of little brothers—

so busy reading or inventing, he forgot to comb his hair or put his shoes on the right feet. 

(5) An hour later, Mom dropped us at the goofy miniature golf place built to resemble 
a dinosaur kingdom. “Cool,” Howie said, walking through the replica of a gigantic dinosaur 
rib cage forming an archway at the entrance. “I love dinosaurs don’t you, Spence? And T. 
rex is my favorite!” Howie babbled until we reached the waiting line at the counter. Then he 
started chattering to the girl in line ahead of us. Her name was Marley and she was about 
my age. What I really appreciated was that Marley was so patient with Howie as he told her 

our family history. 

(6) “You’re lucky to have someone to golf with,” she said with a smile. “I’m an only 

child.” 

(7) “Why?” asked Howie. 

(8) “Just because I don’t have any brothers and sisters,” Marley explained. “I usually 
call my best friend Ayanna to play, but she had to go to the dentist. I didn’t want the free 
passes I won to go to waste, so I came myself. But my parents will be here after they finish 

shopping.” 

(9) “It’s more fun to play golf with someone,” I agreed. 

(10) “Yes, but…. hey, that gives me an idea! My parents aren’t crazy about putt-putt. 
They were only doing it for me, but you can have the passes and we can play together! Say 

yes, please?” 
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(11) “Sure,” I replied with a shrug. Howie jumped up and down. But as Marley called 
her parents, I wondered if she ever got lonely not having a sibling available to count on. 
Howie could be a nuisance but he was always willing to hang out if I needed company. 

With his imagination, whatever we did was always an adventure! 

(12) But he was acting strangely now. The little boy who had been bouncing off the 
walls minutes ago had suddenly turned quiet when Marley gave the clerk the passes. 
Instead of choosing a putter and ball, he lingered, biting his lip and tugging at his earlobe. I 
tried to distract him by giving him pointers on holding the club and keeping his eye on the 
ball. But he was too tense to pay close attention. Finally, when it was our turn to tee off, he 
hesitated and grabbed my sleeve. 

(13) “Go on,” I told Marley and she prepared to take her shot while I stooped to see 

why Howie was giving me his sad-eyed look. 

(14) “What if I miss the ball?” he whispered when I leaned close. ”What if I hit 

something I’m not supposed to? Marley will laugh.” 

(15) “She won’t,” I said, giving her a thumbs-up as her shot zipped through an 
opening between a dinosaur’s toes and into a clutch of giant eggs surrounding the first 
hole. “Just relax and enjoy, and remember it’s just a game.” But I was feeling stressed now 

because I knew we had to hurry or the people in line behind us would start complaining. 

(16) Finally, Howie stepped up and gave his ball a firm whack. He grinned as it 
followed Marley’s through the dinosaur’s toes and among the eggs. 

(17) “Good shot!” I said. 

(18) “You’re a professional!” Marley added, giving Howie a high five as he joined her. 

(19) Then I squared off for my turn but just as I swung, a kid at the next hole hollered 
and I missed the ball. I blushed, ducked my head, and tried again. This time the ball 

chunked the dinosaur’s toes and veered to one side. I moaned. 

(20) “Too bad,” said Marley. 

(21) Howie walked toward me and motioned for me to bend down. “You can do this,” 
he said. “Just relax and enjoy.” Then he walked away giving me a thumbs-up. “Remember 

it’s just a game.” 

(22) I laughed. I’d never noticed how much my brother sounded like me. 
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Choose answers to multiple choice questions. Type responses to questions that ask you to 
write a response. Be sure to save your work. 

1. Reread Paragraphs 1 and 2. Then read this sentence: 

“Now keep your pledge while I decorate for his party.” 

(a) Which word could best replace the underlined word in the sentence? 

 A. lie 

 B. goal 

 C. vow 

 D. truth 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is C.) 

(b) Which sentence from story best supports the answer in Part (a)? 

 A. “Spencer Murphy, you’ll have to cancel your arrangements.” 

 B. “You promised your little brother a month ago that you’d take him for his 

birthday!” 

 C. “I’ve made plans!” I said to my mom when my little brother was out of ear-shot. 

 D. “Why do I have to take Howie to Dino Putt today?” 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is B.) 

Score: (2 points – both (a) and (b) must be correct to earn 2 points, if (a) is correct and (b) is incorrect 
award 1 point, if (a) is incorrect, award 0 points.) 

2. Reread Paragraph 5. Then read this sentence: 

Howie babbled until we reached the waiting line at the counter. 

Which word could best replace the underlined word in the sentence? 

 A. whispered 

 B. talked 

 C. skipped 

 D. raced 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is B.) 

Score: (1 point) 
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3. Reread Paragraph 5. 

Which statements can be understood from Paragraph 5? 

Choose all answers that are correct. 

 A. Howie is very excited about going to the golf park. 

 B. Marley thinks Spence is nice and wants to be friends. 

 C. Howie is not shy about talking to strangers. 

 D. Spence is angry with Howie about talking so much. 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answers are A and C.) 

Score: (1 point) 

4. What kind of person is Spence? 

Use two examples from the story and your own ideas to support your response. 

Model Answer 

I think Spence is nice. He takes his little brother to play golf and helps him get ready since Howie forgets to comb 

his hair and put his shoes on the right feet. 

I think Spence is also kind because he likes to hang out with Howie and seems proud of him. He said being with 

him is always an adventure because of his imagination. 

Award points for specific answers as shown below (for a total of 0–2 points). 

Points Concept Addressed Feedback for Student Answers 

2 The answer describes the kind of person 

Spence is. The answer gives two examples 

from the story and the student’s own ideas to 

support it. (1 point for each example) 

Your answer should describe the kind of 
person Spence is. Your answer should give 
two examples from the story and your own 
ideas to support it. 

Feedback for completely correct answer: 

Your answer describes the kind of person Spence is. Your answer gives two examples from the story and 
your own ideas to support it. 
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5. Reread Paragraph 11. Then read this sentence: 

The little boy who had been bouncing off the walls minutes ago had 
suddenly turned quiet when Marley gave the clerk the passes. 

Which word best gives the meaning of the underlined phrase? 

 A. disappointed 

 B. embarrassed 

 C. frustrated 

 D. excited 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is D.) 

Score: (1 point) 



Language Arts | Critical Skills Assignment | Critical Reading and Writing an Opinion (A) 
 
 

 
© 2015 K12 Inc. All rights reserved. Page 6 of 19 
Copying or distributing without K12’s written consent is prohibited. 

 

Read the passage. Then answer the questions. 

Brothers and Sisters or One and Only? 

(1) Are you an only child or do you have brothers and sisters? Have you ever 
wondered what it would be like to live with or without siblings? Most likely everyone has 

wished for a change at some time. But people can list pros and cons for both sides. 

Playmates for Life? 

(2) It’s a fact: siblings don’t always get along. That’s one of the cons about having to 
share a home and parents with a brother or sister. But it can also be a plus. Kids learn to 

be responsible and caring as they help each other. 

(3) Sometimes siblings compete with each other. They may battle for their parents’ 
attention or about who does better in school or sports. This can lead to fights and bad 
feelings. But competing can also be healthy. It may make children try harder to meet their 
goals. It can also push kids to find their own strengths and their own ways to thrive and 

grow. 

Problems with Respect 

(4) Another problem siblings can have is learning to respect each other. Kids 
complain of brothers and sisters not knocking before entering a room. Siblings may use 
each others’ items without asking. But children with siblings also learn to share at an early 
age and work together. 

(5) One plus about having siblings is kids don’t have to be alone unless they choose 
to. They have someone to play with when they are young. As they grow older they can help 
and learn from each other. They can support each other in times of trouble. This makes 
many siblings lifelong friends. 

(6) Having brothers and sisters also helps children practice social skills. They learn 
to manage their feelings in positive ways. Kids who learn these skills in childhood will be 

more prepared to get along well as adults. 

Being an Only 

(7) Studies show that being an only child can be good, too. But people didn’t always 
think so. One hundred years ago, scientists who studied people and behavior believed 
being an only child was harmful. They said families should have more than one child so the 
first child would have company. They thought only children grew up to be bossy and 
spoiled because their parents gave them all their attention. Some still say only children tend 
to be lonely and don’t get along as well with others. But Dr. Toni Falbo from a Texas 
university found that these ideas are not true. 

(8) In China it is a law that people are only allowed to have one child. Dr. Falbo 
studied these children and only children in the United States for 30 years. She says that 
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only children and children with siblings show few differences in how they act and how 

successful they are. 

Only Perks 

(9) One difference Dr. Falbo’s research did show was that children raised alone tend 
to do better in school than kids with siblings. Only children also have high self-esteem and 
better language skills. According to Dr. Falbo, this has to do with the resources that are 
available for that child. Parents can put all their time and money into raising one child 
instead of spreading it out among many. So they can be more involved in the child’s school 
life and do extra things such as take trips, which would be more difficult or expensive for 

families with more than one child. 

(10) One thing is sure. Whether kids are raised with siblings or alone, they can’t 

change anything about it. They have to do their best with the lives they have. 
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Choose answers to multiple choice questions. Type responses to questions that ask you to 
write a response. Be sure to save your work. 

6. Reread Paragraph 1. 

(a) Which statement best tells the main idea of the passage? 

 A. There are challenges and advantages about having siblings. 

 B. Having siblings is better than being an only child. 

 C. Only children expect everyone to feel sorry for them. 

 D. Being an only child or a sibling has benefits and challenges. 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is D.) 

(b) Which sentence from the passage best supports the answer in Part (a)? 

 A. Are you an only child or do you have brothers and sisters? 

 B. Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live with or without siblings? 

 C. Most likely everyone has wished for a change at some time. 

 D. But people can list pros and cons for both sides. 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is D.) 

Score: (2 points – both (a) and (b) must be correct to earn 2 points, if (a) is correct and (b) is incorrect 
award 1 point, if (a) is incorrect, award 0 points.) 

7. Read this sentence from Paragraph 3: 

It can also push kids to find their own strengths and their own ways to 

thrive and grow. 

(a) Which word could best replace the underlined word in the sentence? 

 A. flourish 

 B. exercise 

 C. relax 

 D. review 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is A.) 
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(b) Which word from the sentence best supports the answer in Part (a)? 

 A. push 

 B. strengths 

 C. ways 

 D. grow 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is D.) 

Score: (2 points – both (a) and (b) must be correct to earn 2 points, if (a) is correct and (b) is incorrect 
award 1 point, if (a) is incorrect, award 0 points.) 

8. Reread Paragraphs 7 through 9. Then read this sentence: 

Studies show that being an only child can be good, too. 

How does the author support the underlined statement? 

Give at least two examples from the text to support your answer. 

Model Answer 

The author supports the statement about how being an only child can be good by giving information from Dr. Toni 

Falbo who studied only children in China and the United States for a long time.  

Dr. Falbo says that only children do better in school because the parents can spend more time and money on a 

single child. Children have better self-esteem and better language skills. The parents can be more involved in the 

student’s school life and afford to take the child on trips, which would add to the child’s learning. 

Award points for specific answers as shown below (for a total of 0–3 points). 

Points Concept Addressed Feedback for Student Answers 

3 The answer explains how the author supports 

the underlined statement and gives examples 

from the text to support it. (1 point for 

explanation, 1 point for each example) 

Your answer should explain how the author 
supports the underlined statement and 
should give examples from the text to 
support it. 

Feedback for completely correct answer: 

Your answer explains how the author supports the underlined statement and gives examples from the 
text to support it. 
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9. Which statement best describes the way the author presents the information in the article? 

 A. The author lists events in the order they happened. 

 B. The author compares different pieces of information. 

 C. The author states problems and gives solutions to them. 

 D. The author lists events and what caused them. 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is B.) 

Score: (1 point) 
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions. 

Birth Order, Does it Matter? 

(1) Do you like being the boss? Maybe you are a good peacemaker. Perhaps you 
like to be the center of attention. Some people think this is because of the order in which 
you were born into your family. They think being born first, next, or last in a family affects 
children’s behavior and success as adults. They also think parents treat their children 
differently depending on their order of birth. Others say the order is only one of many things 

that influence the kind of people children become. But people still find the birth order theory 

interesting. 

Firstborn 

(2) Based on the birth order idea, the first child in the family gets all the parents’ 
attention. The parents have never been parents before, so they worry about making 
mistakes. They try to raise the child as experts advise them. So the child feels most 
comfortable following rules, too. 

(3) New parents are excited about all the firsts their child does and firstborn children 
try hard to please the parents. But new parents are also nervous. So the firstborn child may 

also be more cautious. 

In the Middle 

(4) The theory suggests middle children lose in two ways. They miss out on being 
the oldest and they are also born too soon to be the youngest. This makes middle children 
feel as if they are not special. To make up for it, middle children seek to stand out among 
kids their own age. 

(5) Middle kids have many friends and like to make people happy. They are 

peacemakers and more easygoing, but they are also more likely to break the rules. 

The Baby 

(6) Those born last in families tend to be even calmer than the middle. This is 
because the parents don’t worry so much. Families do not pay much attention when 
youngest children take their first steps or say their first words. So the children often seek to 

be the center of attention. They tell great stories and love to give and receive hugs. 

(7) The youngest child loves to have fun and never gives up when trying to meet his 
or her goals. But youngest children also want to have their own way and may be self-

centered. 

An Only 

(8) Only children have many of the same qualities as oldest children. This is 
because they, too, get all the parents’ attention. The difference is that only children never 

have to share it with anyone. Like oldest children, they try hard to please their parents. 
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(9) They may act older because they are around adults more. They are hard workers 
and try to do their best. Onlies are often leaders. At times they can be bossy, though, 
because they are used to doing things on their own. 

Blended Birth Order 

(10) The birth order idea does not describe children in all families. Sometimes families 
are combined or blended together. Sometimes families add children after the first group of 
children is born. So the birth order idea gets confusing and doesn’t seem to apply. 

(11) Scientists believe other things affect children’s behavior. Some believe it has to 
do with whether children are male or female. Others think it is the number of children in a 

family. No matter, considering birth order is an interesting way to explain why people act 
the way they do. 
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Choose answers to multiple choice questions. Type responses to questions that ask you to 
write a response. Be sure to save your work. 

10. Answer the questions about the passage. 

(a) Which sentence best summarizes the main idea of the passage? 

 A. The order kids were born into the family makes them act certain ways. 

 B. Parents spoil their first child because it is the parents’ favorite. 

 C. Some people believe that birth order affects how a person acts. 

 D. Scientists think middle children always try to get attention. 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is C.) 

(b) Which sentence from the passage best supports the answer in Part (a)? 

 A. The birth order idea does not describe children in all families. (Paragraph 10) 

 B. Scientists believe other things affect children’s behavior. (Paragraph 11) 

 C. They think being born first, next, or last in a family affects children’s behavior 

and success as adults. (Paragraph 1) 

 D. But people still find the birth order theory interesting. (Paragraph 1) 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is C.) 

Score: (2 points – both (a) and (b) must be correct to earn 2 points, if (a) is correct and (b) is incorrect 
award 1 point, if (a) is incorrect, award 0 points.) 

11. Reread Paragraphs 2 through 6. 

Which phrase best describes the way the passage is written? 

 A. telling a story about characters 

 B. comparing to find how things are alike and different 

 C. asking questions and giving answers 

 D. telling about problems and giving ways to solve them 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is B.) 

Score: (1 point) 
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12. Does the birth order idea apply to all families? Why or why not? What do you think about 
the birth order theory? 

Use examples from the text and your own ideas to support your answers. 

Model Answer 

The birth order idea does not explain the actions of all children because not all families are put together the same 

way. In the text it says some families are blended together. For example, if there were two kids from two families 

that blended and the parents had another baby, there would be two youngest children. But then in the blended 

family it would mean there is a middle kid, too. 

I don’t think the birth order theory works in my family because it doesn’t explain the way everyone acts. My family 

has four children and I am the second child. My oldest brother does not try to be the leader, though. He likes to be 

left alone and does not try to please our parents. I am the second child so I would be a middle kid. But I think I am 

more the leader than my brother is. I don’t worry about being special like the passage said middle kids do. I think I 

am special because I am the only girl and the only one who can do a cartwheel! 

Award points for specific answers as shown below (for a total of 0–4 points). 

Points Concept Addressed Feedback for Student Answers 

2 The answer states whether the birth order idea 

applies to all families, and explains why or why 

not (1 point). The answer uses examples from 

the text and the student’s own ideas to support 

it (1 point). 

Your answer should state whether the birth 
order idea applies to all families, and should 
explain why or why not. Your answer should 
use uses examples from the text and your 
own ideas to support it. 

2 The answer explains what the student thinks 

about the birth order theory (1 point), and uses 

examples from the text and the student’s own 

ideas to support it (1 point). 

Your answer should explain what you think 
about the birth order theory, and should use 
examples from the text and your own ideas 
to support it. 

Feedback for completely correct answer: 

Your answer states whether the birth order idea applies to all families, and explains why or why not. Your 
answer also explains what you think about the birth order theory. Your answer uses examples from the 
text and your own ideas to support it. 

13. How are firstborn and only children alike? 

Give 3 examples from “Brothers and Sisters or One and Only?” and “Birth Order, Does it 
Matter?” to support your answers. 

Model Answer 

The birth order article says that firstborn and only children like to please people, especially their parents. This is 

because they both get all the parents’ attention.  
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The birth order article also says parents try to follow all the rules with first children because they have never had 

children before. So the kids like to follow rules, too. Since only children are the first and only child of parents, they 

would be the same. 

In the sibling article, Dr. Falbo talks about how the parents of only children can be more involved with school and 

do extra activities. Since an oldest child would be an only for a little while, that could happen for an oldest for a 

while.  

Award points for specific answers as shown below (for a total of 0–3 points). 

Points Concept Addressed Feedback for Student Answers 

3 The answer explains how firstborn and only 

children are alike, and uses examples from 

both “Brothers and Sisters or One and Only?” 

and “Birth Order, Does it Matter?” to support it. 

(1 point for each example) 

Your answer should explain how firstborn 
and only children are alike, and should use 
examples from both “Brothers and Sisters 
or One and Only?” and “Birth Order, Does it 
Matter?” to support it. 

Feedback for completely correct answer: 

Your answer explains how firstborn and only children are alike, and uses examples from both “Brothers 
and Sisters or One and Only?” and “Birth Order, Does it Matter?” to support it. 

14. Read the conversation between Emily and her little brother: 

“You can’t have your own way all the time,” said Emily. “I’m the oldest, so 
you have to listen to what I say.” 

“Well,” said Mickey, “I think the person that is the youngest should always 

go first. Just because you are older than me doesn’t make you better.” 

Which revision best corrects Mickey’s error in the next to the last sentence? 

 A. “Well,” said Mickey, “I think the person whom is the youngest should always go 

first. 

 B. “Well,” said Mickey, “I think the person which is the youngest should always go 

first. 

 C. “Well,” said Mickey, “I think the person who is the youngest should always go 

first. 

 D. “Well,” said Mickey, “I think the person whose is the youngest should always go 

first. 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is C.) 

Score: (1 point) 

15. Read the paragraph about a shopping trip: 

My brothers wanted an apple pie, so Mom sent them to the grocery store. 
They were shopping for milk, apples, and flour, but they forgot the apples. 

I think they have been shopping again soon. 
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Which revision best corrects the error in the last sentence? 

 A. I think they will be shopping again soon. 

 B. I think they had been shopping again soon. 

 C. I think they went shopping again soon. 

 D. I think they is shopping again soon. 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is A.) 

Score: (1 point) 

16. Read the paragraph about siblings going to the park: 

Mom, it’s a beautiful day. Alex and Jesse want to go on a picnic. Can I 
please take them to the park? I promise I’ll keep a close eye on them and 

bring them home in time for naps. 

Which word best replaces the underlined word? 

 A. Must 

 B. May 

 C. Will 

 D. Would 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is B.) 

Score: (1 point) 

17. Read the paragraph Ellie wrote about being an only child: 

I love being an only child. The best part is having lots of time to spend with 
my parents. Last week we spent the day at the zoo. My favorite activity 

was feeding the peacock. 

Which sentence is the best revision of the last sentence? 

 A. My favorite activity was feeding large blue the peacock. 

 B. My favorite activity was feeding blue the large peacock. 

 C. My favorite activity was feeding the blue large peacock. 

 D. My favorite activity was feeding the large blue peacock. 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is D.) 

Score: (1 point) 
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18. Read the paragraph Neil wrote about his family: 

My dad and Gina got married two years ago. Gina already had two sons 
younger than me. I already had an older sister, too. Then last year Dad 
and Gina had a baby girl. Now our family life is pretty crazy but I love 

every second of it. 

Which choice is the best revision of the last sentence? 

 A. Now our family life is pretty crazy I love every second of it. 

 B. Now our family life is pretty crazy, but I love every second of it. 

 C. Now our family life is pretty crazy, I love every second of it. 

 D. Now our family life is pretty crazy and I love every second of it. 

Teacher feedback: (The correct answer is B.) 

Score: (1 point) 

19. You have read about siblings and being an only child. Write an opinion essay of at least 
three paragraphs exploring the ways you think your place in the family has affected you. 
Think about the following questions when writing your essay. 

 

 What are the pros and cons of being in your place in your family? 

 If you could make changes in your family place would you? Why or why not? 

(a) Write an opinion essay of at least three paragraphs. 

(b) Introduce your topic and state your opinion about how you think your place in the 
family has affected you. 

(c) Give at least three reasons to support your opinion and proof for those reasons, using 

examples from the readings and your own ideas. 

(d) Organize your reasons in paragraphs. 

(e) Be sure to use linking words and phrases to connect your reasons. 

(f) End your essay with a strong conclusion. 

Score: Use the rubric to evaluate the student’s writing. Award points for each category as shown below 
(for a total of 12–20 points). Students who do not respond should be given a 0. 

 

Teacher feedback: Provide feedback about the student’s writing in each category. 
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Category Level 3 (5 points) Level 2 (4 points) Level 1 (3 points) 

Purpose and 
Content 

The writing is entirely a 

persuasive or opinion essay 

exploring the ways the 

student thinks his or her 

place in the family has 

affected the student. It tells 

pros and cons of being in a 

particular place in the family. 

The writing includes at least 

three reasons for the 

student’s opinions with 

evidence from the text to 

support the reasoning.  

The writing is mostly a 

persuasive or opinion essay 

exploring the ways the 

student thinks his or her 

place in the family has 

affected the student. It tells 

some pros and cons of being 

in a particular place in the 

family. The writing includes 

at least two reasons for the 

student’s opinions with some 

evidence from the text to 

support the reasoning. 

The writing may not be a 

persuasive or opinion essay 

about the student’s place in 

the family. It may not state 

the pros and cons of being in 

a particular place in the 

family. It may not state 

opinions or include 

reasoning or evidence from 

the text. 

Structure 
and 
Organization 

The writing is at least three 

paragraphs long. It takes the 

form of a persuasive or 

opinion essay and follows 

that form consistently. There 

is an interesting introduction 

stating an opinion. There are 

paragraphs with supporting 

reasons for that opinion. 

Each paragraph has a clear 

topic sentence, and each 

paragraph is about a discrete 

idea or reason. Each reason 

is supported with details and 

evidence. All of the 

sentences relate to the point 

being made. There is no 

tangential information. There 

are many linking words and 

phrases to connect the 

reasoning in the writing. 

There is a strong conclusion. 

The writing is at least two 

paragraphs long and mostly 

takes the form of a 

persuasive or opinion essay. 

There are separate 

paragraphs with supporting 

reasons for the opinion. 

There is an introduction 

stating an opinion. There are 

some linking words and 

phrases to connect the 

reasoning in the writing. 

There is a conclusion. 

The writing may be fewer 

than two paragraphs long or 

it may not take the form of a 

persuasive or opinion essay. 

There may be no separation 

of reasons or ideas into 

paragraphs. There may be 

no linking words and phrases 

to connect the reasoning in 

the writing. There may be no 

conclusion 

Language 
and Word 
Choice 

The writing contains many 

strong adjectives, concrete 

nouns, and vivid verbs to 

help convey information. The 

writing may have some use 

of figurative language to help 

form a picture in the reader’s 

mind or include definitions. 

The language is clear and 

accurate and there is no 

ambiguity. 

The writing uses some 

adjectives, concrete nouns, 

and vivid verbs. The writing 

is mostly clear and accurate, 

but there may be some 

ambiguity or the use of soft 

words such as “stuff” to 

describe concrete ideas or 

objects. 

 The writing may not use 

adjectives, concrete nouns, 

or vivid verbs. The writing 

may not be clear and 

accurate. There is frequent 

ambiguity and the use of soft 

words such as “stuff” to 

describe concrete ideas or 

objects. 
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Category Level 3 (5 points) Level 2 (4 points) Level 1 (3 points) 

Grammar, 
Usage, and 
Mechanics 

The writing is in standard 

English. The writing has no 

errors in grammar, usage, or 

mechanics. The writing has 

no errors in punctuation or 

spelling.  

The writing is mostly in 

standard English. The writing 

may contain some errors in 

grammar, usage, or 

mechanics. The writing may 

contain some errors in 

punctuation or spelling. The 

errors do not interfere with 

the reader’s understanding. 

The writing may not be in 

standard English. The writing 

may contain many errors in 

grammar, usage, or 

mechanics. The writing may 

contain many errors in 

punctuation or spelling. The 

errors may make it difficult to 

follow or understand the 

writing. 

 

Final Assignment Score: ( /50) 


