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5 essential elements keep 
the story running smoothly 

and allow the action to 
develop in a logical way that 

the reader can follow. 

7 Plot 
The plot is the actual story around which the entire book is 

based. A plot should have a very clear beginning, middle, and end, 

so that the reader can make sense of the action and follow along 

from start to finish. 
 

7 Characters 
The characters are the individuals that the story is about. The 

author should introduce the characters in the story with enough 

information that the reader can visualize each person. This is 

achieved by providing detailed descriptions of a character’s 

physical attributes and personality traits. Every story should have a 

main character. The story centers upon the main character who 

determines the way the plot will develop. However, the other 

characters are also very important because they supply additional 

details, explanations, or actions which contribute to the story.  
 

7 Conflict 
Every story has a conflict to solve. The plot is centered on this 

conflict and the ways in which the characters attempt to resolve 

the problem. When the story’s action becomes most exciting, 

right before the resolution, it is called the climax. 
 

7 Theme 
Theme is an underlying message, lesson, or the big idea of a 

story. This message could tell more about human nature or life in 

general. Many stories have more than one theme. The theme of a 

story is never directly told to the reader. It needs to be figured out 

by making an inference. An inference is putting together puzzle 

pieces to determine a larger picture. 
 

To figure out the theme of a story, ask yourself these questions: 

• How did the characters react to obstacles in the story? 

• What important decisions did the characters make? 

• How did the characters grow and change throughout           

the story? 

• What did the characters learn in the story? 
 

7 Setting 
The setting is the time and place of the story. The author 

describes the environment or surroundings of the story in such 

detail that the reader feels that he or she can picture the scene. 

Unusual settings (such as a fantasy world) can be interesting, but 

everyday settings can help a reader to better visualize the story 

and feel connected to the plot! 
 
 

5 ELEMENTS SONG! https://www.youtube.com/embed/e-g1gbyVGG8   

 

 

that you should be using when reading or writing a story that mad exciting!   

https://www.youtube.com/embed/e-g1gbyVGG8

